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Orange Hammock Ranch – FAQs  

1. Why does Conservation Foundation want to protect Orange Hammock Ranch?  

Conserving Orange Hammock Ranch has been a major priority for Conservation Foundation for more 

than 10 years. The Foundation was successful in getting this property added to the Florida Forever list 

in 2013, and has worked to build public and political support since then.   

The ranch is located on the north side of Interstate 75 within the City of North Port. It connects RV 
Griffin Preserve with the Longino Preserve through approximately six miles of shared boundaries, and 
increases the 120,000-acre buffer surrounding the Myakka River and strengthens the connection 
between the Myakka and Peace Rivers. Immense volumes of rainfall collect on the property and feed 
the Snover Waterway and RV Griffin reservoirs, both of which are critical sources of North Port’s clean 
drinking water. 

The property is also nearly pristine, with natural areas in better condition than many public lands. 

Hundreds of wetlands are intermixed with pine flatwoods, globally-imperiled dry prairie and other 

native habitats. Given its location and exceptional natural condition, conserving Orange Hammock 

Ranch will have sweeping benefits for regional connectivity, water quality, public recreation, and 

wildlife habitat. This vast land is home to many of Florida’s wildlife, including quail, indigo snake and 

the Florida black bear. Importantly, the property is connected with 120,000 acres of protected land, 

making it viable habitat for Florida panther, which are now breeding in nearby Babcock-Webb Wildlife 

Management Area.  

 

2. Who will own Orange Hammock Ranch? How will it be used and managed? 

The State of Florida will own the property and it will be managed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission as the Orange Hammock Wildlife Management Area. 

 

3. Will the public have access? 

Yes, the public will have access. The activities for the public have yet to be determined.  

 

4. Considering the current public health crisis, is the State’s contribution of $19.5 million at risk? 

The State commitment is secure as the funds were appropriated in the current fiscal year. 

Understandably, the State’s fiscal year beginning July 1 may be quite different as our governor and 

legislators review the budget in the context of our current and anticipated economic and health 

hardships. Decisions will be made for the good of the whole, to help our economy get back on its feet. 

There is no telling what the future might hold, but now, more than ever, we need to fulfill our 

commitment of raising $1.5 million for Orange Hammock Ranch by June 1st.  
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5. What happens to the land if Conservation Foundation doesn’t raise the $1.5 million? 

Conservation Foundation is committed to raise $1.5 million toward the State’s purchase of Orange 

Hammock Ranch, and has a proven track record of success with similar projects. In the unlikely event 

that Conservation Foundation is unable to raise the funds with the community’s support, the purchase 

will not occur. 

 

6. What happens to my donation if Conservation Foundation doesn’t raise enough money? 

Conservation Foundation follows ethical practices and honors the Donor Bill of Rights. If we are not 

able to secure the total amount of required funds, you have the option to allow your donation to go 

towards other Conservation Foundation projects that save land and unique places in perpetuity, or you 

can request a refund from us for your entire donation.  

 

7. Who is Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast?  

Conservation Foundation is a 501 (c) 3 not-for-profit accredited by the Land Trust Alliance with a bold 

mission to protect land and water in Southwest Florida for the benefit of humans and nature. Our 

accreditation is a mark of distinction showing that we meet the highest standards for land 

conservation, and we operate our organization legally, ethically and in the public interest, with a sound 

program of land transactions and land stewardship. We save land forever by collaborating with 

individuals, organizations and communities, by holding conservation agreements and owning nature 

preserves, and by educating the public for responsible land stewardship. We work in the counties of 

Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee and Collier. Visit https://conservationfoundation.com for more 

information on Conservation Foundation, including our governing boards, staff, financial statements, 

and projects, among others.  

 

8. Why should I trust Conservation Foundation?  

Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast is a nationally accredited land conservancy. This 

accreditation is a “seal of approval” and it means we meet national standards of excellence, uphold 

the public's trust, have financial stability to ensure perpetuity, and ensure conservation efforts that 

are permanent. We have a proven track record of permanently protecting more than 12,083 acres in 

17 years.  We work in five counties: Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee and Collier. 

Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast has attained the coveted 4-star rating by Charity Navigator, 

based on its strong financial health and commitment to greater accountability and transparency.  

In 2018, Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast was selected as the top charity in Florida by 

Business.org, based on measures of financial accountability, transparency and administrative-to-

program cost ratios. Business.org uses data assembled by Charity Navigator and public reviews to 

compile their assessments. This recognition signifies commitment to the sector’s best practices, 

efficiency and strong performance. 
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