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did you play outside when you were young? i did, 
and i remember feeling free and full of wonder, as 
if the world were mine to explore. i felt boundless. 
today, children spend half as much time outdoors as children did 20 years ago, according to 
a study done before the arrival of the iPhone. A more recent Kaiser Family Foundation study 
(2010) proves what we know to be one reason, kids ages 8–18 devote more than 53 hours a 
week to entertainment media. 

This increased time indoors has created a “nature deficit”, which is the impetus for our 
youth in Nature initiative. We want to give at-risk kids “WOW!” moments in nature. 
imagine a 14-year-old girl, born and raised less than a mile from sarasota Bay and never 
having stepped foot in the bay, now kayaking for several hours. The world opens up for 
her, showing her a new perspective. Or imagine a 16-year-old boy who has never seen an 
alligator in the wild, hiking along the Myakka river and happening upon a 10-foot alligator 
basking in the sun. These are “WOW!” moments. 

“WOW!” moments in nature can give at-risk youth a route to 
opportunities, careers, and fields of study never known before. 
These moments can have more immediate outcomes too. 
several studies link time spent outside to more creativity and 
longer attention spans, lower anxiety and aggression, and even 
higher test scores. 

We are very grateful for the generous support of the Charles 
and Margery Barancik Foundation for their lead gift, and the 
robert r. harlan and susan h. Lowy harlan donor Advised 
Fund at the Community Foundation of sarasota County for 
investing in youth in Nature. Because of their philanthropy, we 
anticipate 1,000 at-risk youth will have “WOW!” moments in nature during the next year. 

We hope you are just as excited as we are about getting kids into nature, and we hope you 
will support this new initiative. Conservation Foundation saves land forever, for future 
generations. We will continue to save land forever, and now, we are ensuring the next 
generation will love and care for that land. 

sincerely,

Christine P. Johnson
President

get involved in  
youth in nature!

We have many fun ways to 
volunteer! Join our logistics 
team to plan in advance or 

help the day of an event.  Visit 
conservationfoundation.com/youth 

to learn more.

for kids’ sAke

several studies link 
time spent outside 
to more creativity 
and longer attention 
spans, lower anxiety 
and aggression, and 
even higher test 
scores.



you. LAnd. forever.

Last december, people gathered alongside 
stringfellow road and unlocked the pasture gate 
to Pine island Preserve at Matlacha Pass. They 
set out to learn about an uncommon tree – the 
longleaf pine, Pinus palustris – and return this 
tree to Pine island Preserve after 100 years of 
absence.

Longleaf is a type of pine that once formed a mighty southeastern 
forest, spanning nine states and 140,000 square miles. trees 
were large and tall, forming a high canopy with open meadows 
underneath – a beautiful landscape of grassy carpets framed by 
columns supporting an emerald ceiling. Unfortunately the tree was 
harvested heavily and by 1920, many of Pine island’s trees were gone. 
today, just 3% of all longleaf pine trees remain in the United states. 

Longleaf pine forests provided an exceptional ecosystem and the tree 
removal hurt many animals, especially species such as the gopher 
tortoise, sherman’s fox squirrel, eastern indigo snake, and red-
cockaded woodpecker. The good news is that today, groups in the 
southeast are joining the Longleaf Alliance to rebuild the forest, and 
in december, our community joined the effort.  

We are on the cusp of construction on Pine 
island Preserve at Matlacha Pass. Over the past 
year, we finalized the design and navigated the 
permitting process. We anticipate approval from 
the regulatory agencies soon and hope to get the 
project well underway before the summer rains 
begin. 

Pine island is a haven for hikers, kayakers, and birdwatchers. trails 
will lead guests to various wildlife-viewing areas such as marshes 
and pine forests, home to Pine island’s impressive bird species. The 
Preserve will also boast a half-mile boardwalk connecting visitors to 
some of Florida’s coolest, though hard-to-see places. The boardwalk 
will pass through salt marshes and stunning mangrove forests, 
before reaching a kayak dock on Matlacha Pass, a great rest-stop 
for paddlers on the great Calusa Blueway.  There will be 20 acres 
of multi-use open space and the creation of two ponds will provide 
a unique wading bird habitat. The central one-acre pond will be 
surrounded by a paved trail, two picnic pavilions, and a restroom. 
Both ponds will capture feeder fish for wading birds. scores of wood 
storks, egrets, herons, and spoonbills will be a delight to see.  

We continue to restore the Preserve’s natural areas. Fire was 
reintroduced to all 100 acres of pine flatwoods, reducing invasive 
plants to a “maintenance” level, and with the help of volunteers 
we planted 300 longleaf pine trees. The next exciting phase is 
beginning, with greater opportunities for you to be involved. The 
pastureland fronting stringfellow road will transform from exotic 
grasses back to native pine flatwoods. The once disturbed row-
cropped and grazing land will be covered with beautiful wildflowers 
and native grasses. Volunteers will continue to plant hundreds of 
trees within this new grassland and the recreation area surrounding 
the main pond will be transformed as well. We hope to engage the 
community in planting beautiful shade trees for people, trees for 
wildlife, and wetland trees. Community members have also built 
nest boxes for eastern bluebirds and American Kestrels, and will 
install them throughout the site.

Longleaf comeback

pine island preserve—coming soon!

Pine island Preserve will most likely be open to the public by 
early 2018. in the meantime, we invite you, our conservation 
community, to grow with us. Join us for a series of “hard-hat tours” 
during construction, nature walks, and tree planting days. if you are 
interested in joining us, please visit www.conservationfoundation.
com/events to see the latest offerings and sign up. 

continued on next page
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With our grAtitude

Barrier island Benefactors
Mr. & Mrs. J. Richard Matson
Arete Foundation

Barrier island Angels
Floyd C. Johnson & Flo Singer Johnson Foundation
Elizabeth Moore

Barrier island patrons  
Kent & Aimee Anderson
Ann & Tom Charters
ned & Mickey davis
Janet Evans
George & Mary dee hicks
octex, LLC
orange hammock Ranch
Eileen Scudder & Russell Zimmermann
Williams Parker – Attorneys at Law  

Barrier island sponsors  
Rob Brown & Rosemary Eure, Atlas Insurance
Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation
design Works, donna & david Koffman
Gulf Coast Community Foundation
Bill & Christine Isaac
Pauline Wamsler Joerger
Pineapple Press
Sarasota Memorial healthcare System & Sarasota  
   Memorial healthcare Foundation
Suntrust Private Wealth Management –  
   Jim Roque, Vice President

media sponsor
SCEnE Magazine

A cadre of enthusiastic volunteers came from all over: a conservation 
couple from Virginia, a retiree from Venice, a tree-planting 
powerhouse from Cape Coral, a Florida cracker from Ft. Myers, and 
gardeners from Pine island. together, we planted almost 300 trees 
before lunchtime. it was easy and fun, rewarding and significant.

While planting, participants also learned about the understory of 
grasses and flowers that will thrive and are another key part of the 
ecosystem. The grasslands are incredible food factories, turning 
out large quantities of insects and seeds – the meat and potatoes of 
the wildlife world.  And without grasses to provide the fuel to help 
spread fire, the rejuvenating effect of fire would be lost.

Following planting, a Pine island neighbor, Maryanne Adams, made 
it her mission to keep the trees watered. When we thanked her for 
her help, Maryanne responded, “i feel like i’ve done something 
good, and i like being out there in the middle of all that peace and 
quiet.” 

Maryanne also monitors the bird populations on Pine island, which 
are surging due to habitat restoration. her sightings include a pair 
of nesting red-headed woodpeckers; bald eagles that moved their 
nest from an exotic Australian pine to a native slash pine; and red-
tailed hawks that are starting a new nest. Maryanne has recorded 45 
different species so far. Overall, the bird populations are a testament 
to the importance of the longleaf forest, and the difference we can 
make together. 

With your help, Conservation Foundation will bring even more 
wildlife back this year by converting 58 acres of cattle pasture back 
to longleaf forest. We look forward to what may come from our 
efforts together. Not just restoration and old things regained, but 
creating opportunity for new experiences and new memories at a 
wonderful new park. Please join us.

10th Anniversary  
palm Ball
The 10th Anniversary Palm 
Ball was a gorgeous evening 
under the stars at Bay Preserve 
and an exceptional evening for 
conservation!  The theme, “A 
Land remembered”, inspired 
by the classic Florida book by 
Patrick d. smith, was perfect 
for our mission and provided 
the context and urgency of 
our work.  special thanks 
to honorary chair Cornelia 
Matson, and co-chairs Jamie 
Becker, Mickey davis, donna 
Koffman, and Bianca Lawrence, 
for creating a successful 
fundraiser that captured the 
beautiful look and feel of our 
natural lands.  We are deeply 
grateful to our sponsors and 
guests for their generous 
support of our mission to save 
land, forever. 

Mickey Davis, Donna Koffman, Cornelia Matson, Jamie Becker, & Bianca Lawrence

Fran & Jamie Becker Gwen & Tom Watson

continued from previous page



YoU, forever.

imAgine A pLAce you Love 

Being conserved for 

generAtions to come. When 

you mAke A pLAnned gift 

to conservAtion 

foundAtion, your 

LegAcy LAsts 

forever.

visit 

conservAtionfoundAtion.com/forever  

or cALL AndriA piekArz 

(941) 918-2100

trustee profiLe: matt drews

our conservAtion 
LeAdership groWs

We welcome new trustees  
eLizABeth moore and 

norA pAtterson.

We are pleased that chuck 
Johnston and richArd 
LAWrence joined our 

Board of Advisors.

“for me, to be alone in nature and enjoy it, is not only incredibly relaxing,  
but awe-inspiring.”

Matt directs the commercial 

division of Michael Saunders & 

Company. he is a graduate of 

Eckerd College, holds several 

financial licenses, and played 

professional baseball as a pitcher 

for seven years. In 1995, Matt was 

named Pitcher of the Year for the 

new York Yankees. After hanging up 

his glove, Matt and his wife Ellen 

returned to Sarasota to raise their 

three children. In his spare time, 

Matt coaches youth football for the 

Sarasota Sun devils organization, 

as well as baseball for Sarasota 

Little League.

“it is an honor to serve as 
a trustee for Conservation 
Foundation of the gulf Coast. 
sarasota is my home and 
always has been. My wife and 
i were both born and raised 
in sarasota, as were all 3 of 
our children. growing up in 
sarasota i was able to enjoy 
the outdoors, open spaces, 
waterways, and parks that our 
beautiful coast has to offer. We 
are a unique town that offers 
a vibrant and enriching family 
life in the city and suburbs, yet 
10 minutes east of town or 10 
minutes anywhere in a boat, 
and you can escape to old, 
untouched Florida. For me, to 
be alone in nature and enjoy it 
is not only incredibly relaxing, 
but awe-inspiring. 

i am fortunate that what i do 
for a living allows me, in a small 
way, to be part of the change, 
growth, and progression of the 
fabric of our area. i am also just 
as fortunate that as a trustee 
of Conservation Foundation 
i get to impact the perfect 
complement to growth, and 
that is through the conservation 
of vitally important lands, 
waterways, and ecosystems. 
i want my children and their 
children one day to be able to 
continue to enjoy the beauty 
that our coast has to offer. 
The work of Conservation 
Foundation ensures that 
thousands of acres of land, 
waterways, and ecosystems will 
remain as they are and continue 
to thrive.”

chArt our progress 
more nAture for kids

granted $65,000 from the Charles & Margery Barancik 
Foundation and $10,000 from the robert r. harlan and susan 

h. Lowy harlan donor Advised Fund at the Community 
Foundation of sarasota County to create more WOW! 

moments for kids through our youth in Nature initiative.
 

eAsy to find us
Look for our new sign on U.s. 41 for ease in getting to 

Conservation Foundation headquarters. Thank you, robert and 
susan harlan for your generous gift to make this a reality. 

you Were over the top
Our 10th Anniversary Palm Ball was a spectacular salute to 

conservation, raising almost $400,000.

good to groW
Both trees and volunteers! Longleaf pine restored on Pine island 

after a 100-year absence, with the help of volunteers planting 
300 seedlings, and watering weekly to establish the trees.

nAtionAL recognition Brings doLLArs home
Three years of funding for Conservation Foundation staff to 

pursue land conservation projects throughout the Myakka river 
watershed from the ePA and the Us endowment for Forestry.

Matt Drews



  
upcoming events 

Contact Suzanne Gregory to register or learn more  
at (941) 918-2100 

or suzanne@conservationfoundation.com

 mar – Apr 2017 Fleeting Light exhibit  
  by Bill Farnsworth
 mar 21, 2017 Artist’s Reception  
  with Bill Farnsworth 

 Apr 19, 2017 Reading Endeavors Book Club
 Apr 26, 2017 The Money Tree: Are forests really  
  worth saving?  —Meg Lowman
 Apr 30, 2017 Feast Upon the Fields
 may 11, 2017 Pine Island Preserve Tour
 may 17, 2017 Reading Endeavors Book Club
 sep—nov 2017 The Lost Tribes of Florida exhibit 
  by Theodore Morris
 sep 13, 2017 Artist’s Reception  
  with Theodore  Morris
 oct 5, 2017 Pine Island Preserve Tour
 oct 22, 2017 Annual Conservation Reception
 nov 4, 2017 Fall Family Festival 
 nov  2017 Shakespeare at Bay Preserve  
  (Date TBD)

visit www.conservationfoundation.com  
for details and the latest updates!

Bay Preserve is the perfect place for your 
next corporate event or special occasion.

Contact Gilly Francis at (941) 468-0611  
or gfrancis@conservationfoundation.com 

for a personalized tour tailored to your 
special occasion needs.

celebrate in style!

please join us for a relaxing day of family fun on the shores of Little sarasota Bay! 

sponsorship opportunities are available. 
contact Andria piekarz at (941) 918-2100 or apiekarz@conservationfoundation.com 

Saturday, November 4, 2017 • 11am to 3pm 

mArk your cALendAr for this yeAr’s

T H E  2 0 1 7  I N A U G U R A L

UpoN 
THE

1 2 : 3 0  p M

A p R I L  3 0,  2 0 1 7
N E w Ly  c o N s E R v E d  T R I A N G L E  R A N c H 

o N  T H E  M yA k k A  R I v E R

M A k E  yo U R  wAy  T H R o U G H  T H E  f I E L d s 
A N d  j o I N  o U R  TA b L E  f o R  A  c U L I N A R y  

A d v E N T U R E  I N  N AT U R E .
$ 1 2 5   |   L I M I T E d  s E AT I N G 

R s v p  b y  A p R I L  2 6 ,  2 0 1 7.

f o R  s p o N s o R s H I p  A N d  R E s E R vAT I o N s ,  v I s I T 
c o N s E R vAT I o N f o U N d AT I o N .c o M / f E A s T 

o R  c A L L  9 4 1 . 9 1 8 . 2 1 0 0



400 Palmetto Avenue
P.O. Box 902

Osprey, FL 34229-0902

PhOtOgrAPhy Credits
hiking—Andria Piekarz
Pine island Preserve—suzanne gregory  
The Palm Ball—Cliff roles
Longleaf Pine—suzanne gregory
Planned giving—Mary Lundeberg 
Fall Family Festival—Cliff roles
Celebrate in style!—Nate and Lori Photography

Cover banner landscape photo generously donated by  
   Clyde Butcher,©2004 www.clybebutcher.com

You are the last generation that can save this land.

You are the difference between green vistas and concrete jungles. 

 Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast asks for your commitment to 
conserve land for water, for wildlife, for quality of life. 

Make a gift to conservation now, before it’s too late.
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