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kEN JOHNSON 
" As a boy in 
Michigan, I grew 
up enjoying my 
time camping 
as my family 
introduced me 
to our great 
national parks, 
state parks, and 
other great outdoor locations. I camped as a 
Boy Scout for more than 40 days a year. To 
this day, I spend considerable time outdoors 
fishing, hiking, kayaking, swimming, and yes, 
camping. The great outdoors is in my blood.

When my wife, Sharon, and I moved to 
Sarasota in 2013 we immediately fell in love 
with the natural beauty of this area. On 
our first trip to Myakka River State Park we 
were amazed by the wildlife and landscape 
in the park. We also noticed the number 
of new people migrating here and the 
corresponding development, and wondered 
what was going to happen to the natural 
areas in the next 10-20 years.   

When I learned about the Conservation 
Foundation’s mission to protect our wild 
places forever, I knew I had to help. I 
subsequently joined the board and am doing 
my part to ensure all future generations 
can enjoy The Great Outdoors. And we just 
became grandparents and can’t wait to share 
nature with our new granddaughter!"

MEET OUR BOARDFROM THE PRESIDENT

Each of us is experiencing all types of stress and 
strain in the face of the global pandemic. Yet in these 
difficult times, the importance of our natural world 
becomes indisputable. 

More people are getting outside, enjoying parks and preserves, exercising on trails and 
paths. Nature heals our bodies, our minds, our souls. Nature not only heals us, it has 
enormous power to heal itself, if we give it just a little room. Now more than ever, we are 
witnessing the power of nature. 

Ensuring nature’s health is what we do at Conservation Foundation and this issue of 
HUMAN.NATURE heralds our new mission statement to protect the land and water in 
Southwest Florida for the benefit of people and nature. In order to achieve this bold 
mission, we unveil our new 2020-2023 strategic plan, The Call to Lead. We listened 
to you, our conservation community, and the general public before creating this plan 
because we cannot be successful if we are not connected to the communities we 
serve; saving land is too hard, expensive, and lengthy. Our communities told us to step 
forward and champion land and water, lead an army of concerned people, and gain the 
commitment of generations to preserve and protect the region we love, forever. 

This issue illustrates the four goals of our strategic plan: Perpetuity, Relevancy, Resiliency, 
and Sustainability. No project embodies them all like Orange Hammock Ranch. The other 
projects highlighted in this issue are also fine examples of what is to come as a result 
of our strategic plan. Only by working together, can our vision become reality that the 
human and natural worlds of Southwest Florida flourish together. 

Onward!

Christine P. Johnson 
President

youR IMPACT NEXT GEN CONSERVATION

Over the past year, the Next Gen Conservation youth have been exploring our 
woodlands, grasslands, and beaches. Out in nature, they learned about their world 
and a little about themselves, too.

Resilient communities 
withstand rising seas, 

temperatures, and storm 
intensities.

Sea life thrives  
throughout the  
Gulf waters.

The Florida panther and 
other wildlife roam freely 

through protected corridors 
and habitat.

All people experience the 
benefits of public open 

space equitably, through 
trails, parks and preserves 

in our communities.

Everyone is deeply 
connected to nature, 

respecting and balancing 
the needs and rights of 

nature and people.

Clean and plentiful water 
fills our lakes, rivers,  

and aquifers.

“I can enjoy nature by just looking at it.” “When I try something and put my mind to it, I can do anything.”

“I've learned I can easily change my perspective.” 

“I can see the world without a telephone.”
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the 5,777-acre Orange Hammock Ranch (OHR) has been the top 
priority for Conservation Foundation since our inception. We, 
along with so many others, have worked for nearly two decades 
to protect it. Conservation Foundation is now making the final 

push for the permanent protection of OHR by raising $1.5 million by 
June 1st. You can be part of this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to create 
a historic legacy for endless generations. Thanks to a group of generous 
donors, we are thrilled to announce a $300,000 challenge campaign to 
reach our goal.

Orange Hammock Ranch is a distinctive symbol of all that is good about 
protecting land forever because it has the trifecta of exceptional benefits 
for people and nature:  drinking water supply, rare habitat and species, 
and unique public access. 

PerSeVeranCe
Nearly There

Public access has never been as important as it is right now.  In this time 
of limited social opportunities, with many businesses and gathering spots 
closed, more people are turning to the outdoors and more often. The 
parks, preserves, and trails are very busy.  For many people, the calming 
beauty and restorative powers of nature are just what’s needed especially 
in this stressful time. And for some, enjoying nature is a new experience 
that they will likely return to again and again.

The property is nearly pristine, with hundreds of wetlands intermixed with 
pine flatwood, globally-imperiled dry prairie and other native habitats. 
This vast land is home to quail, indigo snake, and Florida black bear. And, 
its connection to 120,000 acres of other protected land makes it viable 
habitat for Florida panther which are now breeding in the nearby Babcock-
Webb Wildlife Management Area.   

On February 4, the Florida State Cabinet voted to purchase Orange 
Hammock Ranch, the largest privately owned tract in our region, 
contingent upon Conservation Foundation’s pledge to raise $1.5 million. 
 Florida Forever funds will contribute $19.5 million toward the $21 million 
purchase of the ranch.  

The decades–long road to protecting OHR hasn’t been easy; the property’s 
history reads like a Carl Hiaasen novel with twists and turns, money-making 
schemes and bankruptcies. But, Conservation Foundation and supporters 
faced every challenge and road block with tenacity and creativity.  We 
constructed coalitions and partnerships; found cracks in public policy; 
pushed for public funding; and engaged an army of private donors. 

With the community’s help, we can raise $1.5 million, bringing $19.5 
million in Florida Forever dollars to this region, and release $9 million to 
be used for other land conservation projects that Sarasota County reserved 
for the purchase of Orange Hammock Ranch. 

This is a tremendous land conservation opportunity that does not come 
along very often. We have $1.2 million committed; we are almost there. 
Help us raise the final $300,000. Visit conservationfoundation.com, make 
your gift now, and be part of history.  

 Thanks to a group of generous donors, 

we are thrilled to announce a $300,000 

challenge campaign to reach our goal.

RV Griffin 
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Murphy 
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Triangle 
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Tatum Sawgrass Marsh
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In these days of physical distancing and remaining at home, we have a 
renewed appreciation for being able to experience nature again, and again. 

SaVing tHe land you loVe
CONSERVATION EASEmENTS are permanent legal agreements placed on private or public lands. 

They protect the important natural, recreational, scenic, or agricultural uses, while keeping the 

property intact and significantly limiting development. Each easement is created to serve the 

goals of the landowner, while conserving the land’s special values. Conservation Foundation is a 

qualified holder and steward of perpetual conservation easements. 

Felts Audubon Preserve
This nearly 29-acre preserve in Palmetto, owned and managed by Manatee 
Audubon Society, provides the public with walking trails and bird-
watching opportunities throughout a scenic, park-like bird sanctuary. 
The signature bird of Felts Audubon Preserve is the spectacular Painted 
Bunting. 

The original landowners, Otis and Anita Felts, dreamt that their property 
would never be developed. Manatee County Audubon Society committed 
to that dream by accepting the property from them and by placing a 
permanent conservation easement on it. Manatee County Audubon Society 
and Conservation Foundation are working to ensure that the property’s 
vital habitat is maintained for birds and other wildlife, and is operated as a 
place for environmental education and outdoor enjoyment, forever.

Resilient Retreat
This 84-acre property in eastern Sarasota County is a mix of rural and 
natural lands including improved pasture and 32 acres of woodlands and 
wetlands, providing habitat for grassland and wading birds. The numerous 
mature oak trees support imperiled orchids and air plants and the 
property protects the headwaters of Howard Creek, which flows into the 
Myakka River.

Resilient Retreat is a center providing customized programs for groups 
of trauma and abuse survivors who will benefit greatly from this natural-
setting retreat. The conservation easement protects the woodland and 
wetland habitat, ensures the land is never subdivided, and guards the rural 
character of northeastern Sarasota County, forever.

Celery Fields Quad Parcels
The Quad Parcels totaling 33 acres are adjacent to the Celery Fields in 
Sarasota County, an internationally acclaimed birding site and tributary 
to Philippi Creek and Little Sarasota Bay. Conservation Foundation and 
Sarasota Audubon Society are working with Sarasota County government 
to establish a permanent conservation easement on three of the four 
parcels. Also in the plan is a restoration project that will create woodlands 
to attract a broader diversity of birds to the Celery Fields. The permanent 
CE will ensure that the parcels remain a public asset, forever.

Bobby Jones Golf Club
Within the City of Sarasota, the historic Bobby Jones Golf Club of nearly 
300 acres plays a significant environmental role for the region. Enormous 
volumes of storm water, including runoff from as far away as the Mall 
at University Town Center, flow through the man-made canals on the 
property before flowing into Sarasota Bay. This green jewel in the midst of 
an urban area serves as habitat for more than 45 species of birds and many 
other wildlife. Conservation Foundation will help Sarasota increase the 
wildlife habitat and expand public access. With restoration, the property 
will improve the storm water flowing to Sarasota Bay, have more trees for 
wildlife, and clean our air. All improvements will create more habitat for 
more wildlife, and more access to nature for the public to enjoy. 

The City of Sarasota and Conservation Foundation are working together to 
implement a conservation easement that would ensure the property is a 
public open space, forever.

That is why we decided to write about our most 
flexible, unique and often unheard of tool for 
saving the outdoors: Conservation Easements 
(CEs). Every CE is unique and tailored to the 
conservation values of the property and the 
desires of the landowner. The landowner still 
owns the property and the CE holder (such as 
Conservation Foundation) monitors and ensures 
the landowner’s faithfulness to the CE. 

You may wonder why a landowner would chose 
to permanently give up some development 
rights. There are financial incentives: the 
landowner receives cash or tax benefits for 
a qualified easement. However, the main 
incentive is non-financial, the landowner’s 
legacy. The landowner wants their land to stay 
as they have cared for it, lived on it, and enjoyed 

it. They want their heirs and others to enjoy it, 
forever. And they do. We offer a snapshot of four 
recent CEs, either completed or in the works 
with Conservation Foundation. Many CEs don’t 
allow public access because they are on private 
land. However, these four have been tailored for 
the landowner to allow access, so the conserved 
lands benefit more people in more ways. 

https://conservationfoundation.com/
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Saving wild places 
connects us all to 

the beauty and bliss 
of nature. Leave 

your legacy of 
conservation.

CREATE youR
owN lEGACy

Find out more! Visit 

conservationfoundation.com/
YouForever 

or call (941) 918-2100

engage online  get outside  make a gift
CElEBRATE IN STylE!

From weddings to corporate events, 
Bay Preserve at Osprey is your slice of 

Old Florida. Learn more at 
conservationfoundation.com/rental 

Go wild! 
With a monthly 
gift, you become a 
champion for nature, 
saving land forever, 
and providing stable 
year-round funding. 
Join our community 
of supporters – the 
wild ones — who 
give today to save 
tomorrow. Call today! 
941-918-2100

PHOTO bY kERRI GAGNE PHOTOGRAPHY

conservationfoundation.com/monthly

Virtually visit nature with 
Florida in Focus

 
Take a closer look – visit us on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com

https://conservationfoundation.com/
https://conservationfoundation.com/support-us/planned-giving/
https://conservationfoundation.com/support-us/planned-giving/
https://conservationfoundation.com/properties/wedding-event-rental/
http://https://conservationfoundation.com/forms/monthly-giving/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVA7myVkC_4tes-zXZKKX9Q

