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We are delighted to present our newly designed 
newsletter, HUMAN.NATURE. We hope it will 
inform you about the amazing growth in our land 
conservation efforts, and keep you close to the 
impact that you are making. 
Our significant achievements over the past year are a direct result of your investment in 

us. Together, we saved 191 acres in Manatee, Sarasota, and Charlotte counties, and are 

working to save another 8,500 acres. Your generous philanthropy fuels our landscape-

scale projects, connects more kids with nature, and stewards the land already 

protected. We are very grateful.

We’re experiencing historic growth in the number of people who support us. And 

this comes as no surprise as people recognize that protecting our way of life and our 

economy means protecting land and water.

As you will read in this issue, community conservation is a driving force in our work. It’s 

all about people and community issues, projects and problems where land can be part 

or all of the solution. You will read about our community partnership in creating the 

Johnson Preserve at Braden River. We were humbled by your trust in us to guide that 

success.  Community conservation is why we are partnering to raise awareness about 

the Legacy Trail Extension Referendum on November 6th, and to facilitate community 

support for an urban forest in Venice along the Intracoastal Waterway. 

Thank you for your passion and enthusiasm to protect land. Aldo Leopold is often 

considered to be the father of ecology. His son, Luna Leopold, a hydrologist, said it 

best, “The health of our waters depends upon how well we live on the land.” Thank you 

for investing in how well we live on the land. 

Yours in conservation,

Christine P. Johnson, President

Learn more at conservationfoundation.com/wherewework 

fROM THE president

DAVID yOUNG “Growing up in beautiful 
Naples, I spent much of my childhood in the 
outdoors fishing at the Naples pier, playing 
Frisbee or Kadima on the sandy beaches 
nearby or fishing in the lakes around my 
house. My favorite childhood memories are 
centered on the outdoor activities that I’ve 
come to cherish. As a landscape architecture 
student we learned about the important role 
our natural systems play within Florida’s unique 
ecosystems and that make this such a special 
place. As a professional we do our best to put 
what is natural on center stage to celebrate 
what is essential for our well-being.”

David is a graduate of University of Florida and 
principle of DWY Landscape Architects. He 
enjoys running, biking, and boating with his 
wife Michelle and two sons, William and Jack. 

STEPHEN CETRULO “What attracted me to 
Sarasota 27 years ago was its amazing white 
sandy beaches, the vast untouched acres of 
cattle, and its awe-inspiring natural beauty. 
It’s my belief we all have a responsibility to 
ourselves, our children and grandchildren, and 
to future generations, to preserve what nature 
has provided so all of us can experience and 
enjoy Florida’s beauty. ” 

Steve is a vice-president and financial 
consultant for Charles Schwab in Sarasota 
and holds several financial licenses and 
accreditations. He spends most of his 
weekends on the water, paddle boarding, and 
enjoys the outdoors with his wife Gigi and their 
two daughters, Gabbie and Stephanie.

Meet OUR BOARD
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Water is essential to our quality of life. It follows 
that anything we can do to make water cleaner and 
more abundant is meaningful and worthwhile.

The 2,500-acre Tatum Sawgrass is the largest and least protected of the 
four large marshes along the Myakka River. For decades, man-made 
ditches and dikes altered the natural flow of water by separating the marsh 
from the Myakka River. This impacted the Myakka River’s water quality, 
increased flooding, and diminished wildlife numbers and species.

Now, we have the chance to restore the Tatum Sawgrass. Conservation 
Foundation received a grant from National Fish & Wildlife Foundation 
to design restoration that will benefit the river, the wildlife, and the 
community. We are working with water engineers and key landowners 
to find a solution that allows the river to once again ebb and flow and 
bring back the marsh’s ability to reduce floods and bring back the wildlife 
dependent upon it. 

We are grateful for your support that helps us obtain grants like this, 
as well as permanently protect lands around the Tatum Sawgrass and 
Myakka River. Recently, Conservation Foundation became the permanent 
protector of 91 acres surrounding the Tatum Sawgrass marsh, received 
from the former Myakka Conservancy.  As we protect these lands and 
enhance our waters, your impact is far-reaching and forever.  

Let it fLow

the Legacy traiL is a former railroad corridor, extending from 

central Sarasota County south to the historic Venice Train Depot 

where it connects to the Venetian Waterway Trail. On Nov 6, 

voters will have the chance to decide on the Legacy Trail Extension 

referendum. If approved by voters, the trail will be extended from 

downtown Sarasota to North Port, and safety features, amenities, 

and accessibility will be improved. The trail is popular and usage 

exceeded 225,500 last year. The extension would result in a nearly 

30-mile trail for walking, running, skating, and cycling. 

Learn more at conservationfoundation.com/legacytrail.

the Legacy traiL

TATUm SAWGRASS by GLENN GARDNER
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Great things will happen when our community is inspired 

to action. Johnson Preserve at Braden River and the 

community-led effort behind it is one such great thing.

aLL for one
COmmUNIT y CONSERVATION AT bRADEN RIVER

JOHNSON PRESERVE AT bRADEN RIVER by LEE AmOS



in the past several months, Conservation Foundation partnered with 
the grassroots group, Friends of Keep Woods, along with dedicated 
residents and supporters from throughout the community, to create 
the 44-acre Floyd C. Johnson & Flo Singer Johnson Preserve at  

Braden River. Instead of immediate and irreversible development, this land 
will remain an oasis of nature, a home to an amazing diversity of plants and 
animals, and wonderful wetlands that protect the Braden River, Bradenton’s 
drinking water supply. And, this nature preserve will be open to the public 
so that children and adults can hike, stroll, bird-watch, and find peace, 
forever.  

How did this happen? It’s the outcome of community conservation. 
Community conservation has many forms and faces, yet it always starts 
and ends with people. Johnson Preserve happened because the community 
realized their need for a nature oasis and worked together to achieve it. 
Community conservation is always about land but can’t happen without 
people.  Johnson Preserve happened because volunteers with their boots 
on the ground raised community awareness, because major community 
philanthropists donated, with a lead matching grant of $500,000 from the 
Floyd C. Johnson & Flo Singer Johnson Foundation, and because the estate  
of Carl Bergstresser donated 11 acres. Many people in the community 
donated from $5 to $5,000, raising more than $1 million in ten days to 
assist Manatee County with the purchase price of $3 million.  Volunteers, 
philanthropists, donors, government, and Conservation Foundation came 
together to make community conservation work. 

Conservation Foundation is working with three other community 
conservation projects and each has a different shape, yet all have a 
community connection. One project is raising awareness and support for  
the Legacy Trail Extension and the countywide referendum that will be on 
the ballot November 6. The Legacy Trail Extension will complete the trail 
from downtown Sarasota to North Port, nearly 30 miles of trail to walk, 
run, skate or cycle. The referendum will ask voters to approve the county 
purchase of bonds to complete the project and use ad valorem tax revenue  
to pay back the bonds. 

We are working alongside the Estero community in Lee County to 
permanently conserve 10 acres near the Estero River, for water quality 
and flood protection in their village. People started the action, asked 
Conservation Foundation to help, and now more people and the Village of 
Estero are joining forces to save this land. 

In Venice, leaders in the city see the need to change an industrial area into 
a beautiful Venice Urban Forest along the Venetian Waterway Park. We are 
partnering with them to build community support to make the vision a 
reality.

Great things will happen for conservation when the community is 
inspired to action. Conservation Foundation is pleased to partner with the 
community to make great things happen. Together, we save land, forever!  

Learn more: conservationfoundation.com/wherewework 

aLL for one



authentic. Focused. Inspiring. These 
are the words that come to mind 
when you spend some time with 
Kathleen Cellura. She earned her 

undergraduate degree from the University 
of Buffalo, and a graduate degree from the 
University of Rochester, New York. Kathi as she 
prefers to be called, had a fulfilling career as a 
teacher in New York and Florida, nurturing the 
spirits and capabilities of youth for more than  
30 years.  

Since retiring, Kathi has been focused—
listening, assessing, and figuring out how 
to make a difference in both her immediate 
community as well as the greater globe.  “Since 
I was a small child, I have been highly sensitive 
and aware of my surroundings. I feel deeply 
and assess quickly,” notes Kathi. “I see things I 
want to change and I try to be an ambassador 
for change.  Over the years I have dedicated my 
philanthropic endeavors to nonprofits. Grants 
are issued through the Katherine F. Cellura 
Foundation at the Community Foundation of 
Sarasota County.”  She continues to be a teacher at heart, authoring an inspirational book, Forever 
Footprints, a tale of courage and kindness.  The novel details how the protagonist Klee’s experiences 
led her from failure to triumph, passion to heartache, and the memory of the two loves that would 
forever endure. 

Her charitable passions include endowments at both universities, several scholarships for South 
County organizations, and protecting the natural environment. “My greatest love is nature. I love 
Mother Nature for what she offers each of us freely. Thoreau and Emerson urged their readers to 
relate to nature, our souls and spirits are part of it. That’s why Conservation Foundation is vital —
helping us hold onto the natural world and all the good it gives to us. ” 

“I think anyone can be a philanthropist and I am doing it while I’m alive, in order to serve as a 
positive living example in the realm of charitable works.  I’ve supported the Foundation and their 
Youth in Nature program, and I’ve also made a planned gift to Conservation Foundation, so my 
impact will continue on.”

“I think anyone can be a philanthropist 

and I am doing it while I’m alive, in order 

to serve as a positive living example in the 

realm of charitable works.”

creating a Legacy: KATHLEEN CELLURA

Saving wild places 
gives a home to 

creatures and  
smiles to future 

generations.  
Leave your legacy  

of conservation.

create your
own Legacy

Find out more! Visit 

conservationfoundation.com/
youForever 

or call Andria Piekarz 
(941) 918-2100

YOUR iMpact

our youth in nature prograM was an 
absolute blast this summer! Youth from eight youth 
partners and two counties scavenged, climbed, and 
paddled their way through nature, experiencing WOW 
moments that will last a lifetime. As we move into the 
fall, we set our sights on creating more unforgettable 
moments bright with new ideas, new partnerships, 
and new opportunities to meet the next generation of 
nature enthusiasts. Stay tuned and learn more at  
conservationfoundation.com/youth



OCTObER

10/14 Annual Conservation Reception

10/25 Legacy Train Extension program

NOVEmbER

11/03 Wild About Nature Festival

11/14 Artist’s Reception—Barbara   
 Gerhardt

11/18 Shakespeare at Bay Preserve

11/29 Lunch & Learn at Bay Preserve

upcoMing eVents

ceLebrate in styLe!
From weddings to corporate events, 

Bay Preserve at Osprey is your slice of 
Old Florida. Learn more at 

conservationfoundation.com/rental 

DECEmbER

12/04 Artist’s Reception—Stephen B.   
 White 

12/09 Feast Upon the Fields

JANUARy

1/15 Lunch & Learn at Bay Preserve

FEbRUARy

2/02 The Palm Ball, Woods of Wonder

2/15–16  Public Opening at Clyde    
     Butcher Gallery  

mARCH

3/19 Artists’ Reception—Sarasota   
 Nature Printers

3/19–21 Art sales & demos by Sarasota   
 Nature Printers

APRIL

4/10 Lecture by Clyde Butcher  
 at Sarasota Opera House

4/16 Lunch & Learn at Bay Preserve

Visit conservationfoundation.com/events for details and the latest updates 

FOR mORE INFO: 941.918.2100  |  CONSERVATIONFOUNDATION.COm
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PINE ISLAND PRESERVE by mARy LUNDEbERG


