
“There can be no greater issue  

than that of conservation in this country.”
  —Theodore roosevelT
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Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast works to protect  

the environmental character, biodiversity and natural integrity of the 

bays, beaches, barrier islands and watersheds of Florida’s Gulf Coast by:

holding conservation 
easements and 
owning nature 
preserves

collaborating 
with individuals, 
organizations and 
communities 

educating for 
responsible land 
stewardship
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f R o M  t H e  p R e s I d e n t

W      e are honored to share with you Conservation foundation of the Gulf Coast’s annual 
report for 2012-2013. during this period, we continued to grow, build and plan 
for significant conservation in our area. under our Board of trustees’ and Advisors’ 

direction we grew in land protected, built our educational and collaborative programs and laid the 
foundation for our future strategic planning. We want to become the thought leader and nerve 
center for land conservation in our region.

This fiscal year, Conservation foundation of the Gulf Coast set a precedent for public/private 
partnerships when we saved a significant piece of land in Manatee County. Building on our land 
acquisition project which began last fiscal year, we strengthened relationships with landowners of 
environmentally sensitive lands. land trust Alliance recognized our organization as a land trust 
worthy of investment by awarding us an excellence Grant that will kick start our planning efforts in 
fiscal year 2013–2014. This is just a taste of our progress to save florida’s Gulf Coast lands. 

We can only reach great heights if our support is deep and broad. That is why we substantially 
increased both the number of organizations we collaborate with and the number of programs 
within each collaboration. We live by the African proverb, “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you 
want to go far, go together.” Because, only by working with others can we meet the challenge of 
saving land forever.

We are building a conservation community. You are part of this community and we need your 
advocacy, energy and support. Help us educate our citizens and visitors, introduce us to potential 
collaborating organizations and give passionately. Help us protect this beautiful region forever, while 
we still have the chance.

sincerely,

Christine p. Johnson
President



C o n s e R V A t I o n

“The earth will not continue to offer its harvest,  
except with faithful stewardship.”

       —John Paul II 

W e are becoming the organization 
to turn to for land conservation 
and we are developing a 

reputation for creative collaborations and 
facilitations.

In december 2012, we completed a 
complicated land transaction involving an 
interested landowner, a private foundation 
and a local government in order to save 150 
acres in northwest Bradenton. Conservation 
foundation purchased 150 acres adjacent 
to Robinson preserve with a lead gift of 
$3.2 million from The Mosaic Company 
foundation. We gifted the property to 
Manatee County and in return, received a 
conservation easement on the entire 150 
acre parcel. The conservation easement 
ensures that the property will be protected 
forever. The property is adjacent to Manatee 
County’s award-winning, 487-acre Robinson 
preserve that already receives over 400,000 
visitors a year and is home to 161 species 
of birds, 85 species of fish and 105 aquatic 
invertebrates. Improvements planned by 
Manatee County following environmental 
restoration include: construction of an 

educational center, boardwalks, pedestrian 
bridges, additional parking, restrooms, age 
specific thematic playgrounds, kayak and 
paddle trails, and signage. several community 
environmental organizations have already 
committed to volunteer and provide 
environmental education experiences and 
programs for the public. 

We continue to restore pine Island preserve 
at Matlacha pass by burning and removing 
invasive plants. This year, we completed 
our pre-planning phase and began listening 
to leaders and residents of pine Island to 
understand their desires for our pine Island 
preserve. our goal for fiscal year 2013–2014 is 
to have the preliminary plans completed, with 
resident input, and begin the permitting phase.

We continue to save land with sarasota 
County as their purchasing agent for their 
environmentally sensitive land protection 
program. our work on Warm Mineral springs 
Creek protects a critical winter habitat for 
the endangered manatee. We are attentive to 
opportunities for protecting natural habitat 
throughout our watershed region along 
florida’s Gulf Coast.

Pine Island  Robinson Preserve Perennial Glasswort
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C o l l A B o R A t I o n

“Like music and art, love of nature is a common language 
that can transcend political or social boundaries.”

        —JIMMY CARteR

It takes many talents, hearts and minds 
to protect and preserve natural lands 
forever. one hallmark of our success 

is collaborating with complementary 
organizations. We seek out partners with a 
keen thirst for conservation and a willingness 
to explore opportunities in creative ways. 
They help share our mission and offer greater 
access and deeper experiences to the lands we 
protect. This type of strategic collaboration 
helps build a conservation community. 

The Robinson preserve expansion project 
(on preceding page) is an excellent example 
of how our collaborations are strengthening 
the community: environmentally, socially and 
economically. 

We began our volunteer-driven efforts to 
help protect and restore sarasota Bay and 
watershed habitats. Working alongside 
sarasota Bay Watch, pine View school’s 
biology students and sarasota Crew, we 
utilized Bay preserve as a launching site, to 
clean-up Jim neville Marine preserve and 
rid the bridges and mangrove islands dotting 
little sarasota Bay of fishing line. 

We are delighted to be part of a collaboration 
that brings outdoor environmental, hands-
on experiences to students from elementary 
age to college level. for the past three years 
our headquarters, Bay preserve at osprey, has 
been used as a southern location for the pIeR 
program of sarasota Bay estuary, delivered 
by Around the Bend nature tours. More 
than 300 students have participated in this 
program. pIeR (protection, Involvement, 
education and Restoration) is about coastal 
ecology and the benefits of environmental 
stewardship. These field trips at Bay preserve 
are funded by many sources including the 
sarasota Bay pIeR program, Classroom 
Grants through edexplore sRQ supported 
by the patterson foundation, sarasota Arts 
and Cultural Alliance, education foundation 
of sarasota County and The Community 
foundation of sarasota County. Additionally, 
the southwest florida Water Management 
district funds the 5th grade dip net field 
study program also conducted at Bay 
preserve. The many partners all contribute in 
their own way, resulting in deeper connection 
and understanding for students exploring the 
natural environment. 

Robinson Preserve Sarasota Bay Watcharound the Bend



EXISTING ROBINSON PRESERVE

PHASE II RESTORATION CONCEPT PLAN
ROBINSON PRESERVE EXPANSION

MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
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e d u C A t I o n

“When one tugs at a single thing in nature, 
he finds it attached to the rest of the world.”  

          —JoHn MuIR

night Kayak Seerey-lester Reception Fall Family Festival

There are many paths to learning 
about the natural environment 
and the significance of land and 

watershed conservation. We strive for 
each of our public programs to provide 
a connection that leads to a heightened 
curiosity, a deeper understanding and a 
stronger love for the land, its wildlife and 
native plant life. This year, we conducted 14 
programs for more than 1200 adults and 
children. These programs included native 
wildflower lectures, guided kayak tours, art 
exhibit talks, art in the park day for children, 
a bird rookeries talk and a Florida Water & 
Land Legacy Amendment workshop.

The Burrows-Matson House provides the 
perfect venue for art exhibits connecting 
visitors to our mission through the eyes and 

talent of our artists. Our exhibits included 
the wildlife art of internationally known 
painters John and Suzie Seerey-Lester; the 
natural parklands photography of Mark 
Cohen; the contemporary sea-inspired 
paintings of Miami artist Rush Bowles; 
and the photography explorations of 
environmental artist Pamela Callender. 

Our annual Fall Family Festival again 
proved that television and electronics may 
be set aside when learning is outside and 
intertwined with curiosity, excitement and 
fun. We engaged more than 800 guests 
on the shores of Little Sarasota Bay with 
a full day of activities including building 
birdhouses, planting native plants, seining in 
the bay, old-fashioned games and weaving 
palm fronds.



Children enjoy making nature prints with Pure 
Imagination Studio at Bay Preserve.

A R t  I n  t H e  p A R K



September 30, 2013 and 2012

 2013 2012
unRestRICted net Assets   
unrestricted revenues, gains, and other support
   Contributions and grants $3,707,944 $506,573
   Gift of land $100,571 $100,000
   program income  $136,910  $172,806
   Realized and unrealized investment returns $359,291 $414,248
   net assets released from restrictions $148,919 $608,438
      total unrestricted revenues, gains and other support $4,453,635 $1,802,065
expenses
   program services $3,738,804  $880,956
   Management and general $111,279 $88,752
   fundraising $88,341 $42,435
      total expenses  $3,938,424 $1,012,143
   InCReAse In unRestRICted net Assets $515,211 $789,922

teMpoRARIlY RestRICted net Assets
   Contributions and grants $74,711  $257,268
   net assets released from restrictions $(148,919) $(608,438)
   (deCReAse) InCReAse In teMpoRARIlY
      RestRICted net Assets $(74,208) $(351,170)
     
peRMAnentlY RestRICted net Assets   
 Contribution of land held for conservation $1   $0  
 InCReAse In peRMAnentlY RestRICted net Assets  $1   $0   
 InCReAse In net Assets $441,004 $438,752

net Assets at beginning of year $28,253,968 $27,815,216
net Assets at end of year $28,694,972 $28,253,968

s t A t e M e n t  o f  A C t I V I t I e s

Warm Mineral Springs Creek



September 30, 2013

Assets 2013    
   Current assets  $446,200
   Contributions and other receivables , net of current portion $36,007
   Cash committed for projects $1,875,559     
 Quasi-endowment $3,395,356     
 Buildings and equipment, net $3,447,848     
 land held for conservation $19,669,048
      totAl Assets $28,870,018 
 
lIABIlItIes And net Assets
   Current liabilities $175,046     
 NET ASSETS
   unrestricted undesignated $3,503,685     
 unrestricted board designated $5,277,609     
 temporarily restricted   $244,630     
 permanently restricted $19,669,048        
   totAl lIABIlItIes And net Assets  $28,870,018

s u M M A R I Z e d  s t A t e M e n t s
o f  f I n A n C I A l  p o s I t I o n

■ NET ASSETS
■ LAND ASSETS

HISTORICAL GROWTH OF NET ASSETS
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1 Save land. support 
Conservation 
foundation of the 

Gulf Coast with donations of 
money, land or time.

tHe ConseRVAtIon foundAtIon of tHe Gulf CoAst Is A not-foR-pRofIt, tAx-exeMpt CoRpoRAtIon. A 
CopY of tHe offICIAl ReGIstRAtIon And fInAnCIAl InfoRMAtIon MAY Be oBtAIned fRoM tHe dIVIsIon of 
ConsuMeR seRVICes BY CAllInG toll-fRee (800-435-7352) WItHIn tHe stAte of floRIdA. ReGIstRAtIon does 
not IMplY endoRseMent, AppRoVAl, oR ReCoMMendAtIon BY tHe stAte. 

po Box 902
400 palmetto Avenue
osprey, florida 34229

941.918.2100 t
941.918.2103 f

www.conservationfoundation.com

Y o u  A R e  A n  e s s e n t I A l  p A R t  o f  o u R 
C o n s e R V A t I o n  C o M M u n I t Y .

Together, we can protect and preserve the natural beauty 
and heritage of the Gulf Coast, for the enjoyment of future 

generations. The opportunities we have to protect land  
will not be here forever. Want to help?

Here are three simple things you can do: 

2 Speak up. let your 
elected officials know 
you believe florida’s 

natural Gulf Coast is an 
economic engine. urge them 
to fund florida forever — 
the most successful statewide 
land conservation program  
in the nation.
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3 Spread the word. 
share your knowledge 
with landowners. 

tell them land trusts 
provide benefits such as tax 
advantages, preserving family 
agricultural lands, managing 
land and more.


