
Dear conservation community,

Growing up on the Manatee River, my friends and I 
practically lived in the river. We investigated streams and 
canals, searched for the best fishing spots, explored mud 
flats at low tide, and watched with wonder the manatees 
and alligators. 

We boated to one another’s homes before we were old enough 
to drive. The river was clean and bountiful and the shoreline 
was natural with mangroves and seagrass. It was a wonderful 
time and place to be a kid. 

Do you have fond memories of enjoying the outdoors from 
your childhood? It is these special memories of times past that 
fuel Conservation Foundation’s vision for future generations. 
you drive our work in protecting land, especially land adjacent 
to water.  

Water is the direct link between the health of our lands and 
the health of our cities. The land is the green lungs of our 
blue waters—acting as a filter for rain water, storm water, 

and irrigation water, as it flows into our salt and fresh waterways. Too much unfiltered water from 
rain, storms and irrigation (better known as run-off) will hurt our waterways. The rivers and bays will 
become undrinkable, unswimmable, and unfishable. Saving land for natural water storage is fiscally 
conservative too. It is simply less expensive than building wells and water treatment plants.

That is why we are working to protect five properties totaling over 8,100 acres. Some of this land is 
adjacent to the Myakka River and some of this land serves as a vital source for drinking water. When 
these five properties are protected, Conservation Foundation’s saved land will almost double.

Thank you for supporting and protecting the vital connection between land and water. Because of you, 
future children will think it is a fabulous place and time to be a kid.

Sincerely,

Christine P. Johnson
President

the  neWsletter oF  conservation FounDation oF  the  gulF  coast  Fall  2015

We are working 
to protect five 

properties 
totaling over  
8,100 acres. 
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upcoming events 

Contact Suzanne Gregory to register  
or for more information at (941) 918-2100

 november 7, 2015 Fall Family Festival
 november 22, 2015 Shakespeare at Bay Preserve

 December 8, 2015 Artist Reception – Jeff Markowsky

 December 22, 2015 Christmas Bird Count on Pine Island

 January 12, 2016 Artist Reception  – Mary Lundeberg

 February 6, 2016 The Palm Ball 2016

 February 15, 2016 It’s a Seashell Day – Dianne Ochiltree

visit www.conservationfoundation.com  
for details and the latest updates!

get involved!
Volunteers are at the heart of our conservation 

community, a special group who helps us 
stretch our efforts and stay focused on our 

mission to save lands, forever. 

Look for our latest volunteer opportunities on  
www.conservationfoundation.com

thank you 
to our 2015 
Fall Family 
Festival 
sponsors!
Festival Fans
Caldwell Trust Company
Drs. Anderson & Brannan – 
DOCs

Florida Native Plants Nursery
Peach’s Restaurants

Friends
Better-Gro Companies LLC
Definition Fit
Doctors Hospital of Sarasota
Freeman Orthodontics
John & Retta Wagner Family 
Foundation

Purmort & Martin Insurance

Media Sponsors
Herald-Tribune Media Group
SCENE Magazine

Bay Preserve is the perfect 
location for that  

most special event. 

Contact Gilly Francis at 
941.468.0611 for a  

personalized tour tailored to  
your special occasion needs.

What Better place 
to say “i Do”?

Thank you SunTrust 
for your support

S h a k e S p e a r e  at  B ay  p r e S e r v e

Twelfth
Night
This special family presentation, 
in a superb outdoor setting at 
Bay Preserve, will inspire your 

love of nature and the arts.

Free
Seating is limited

reservations 
required: 

(941) 918-2100

C o n S e r v a t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n  o F  t h e  G u l F  C o a S t 
a n d  a S o l o  r e p e r t o r y  t h e a t r e 

p r e S e n t

Sunday, 
november 22
3:30 pm
400 palmetto ave
osprey

www.conservationfoundation.com



“Location, Location, Location” applies to conservation too! No 
two pieces of land are the same and these differences make a piece 
of land unique, memorable and desirable.  Location not only 
helps us choose where to live, it helps Conservation Foundation 
of the Gulf Coast select which lands are worth conserving. We 
listened intently to you and heard that the most desirable lands 
are those that best protect our natural areas and provide unique 
recreational opportunities. 

their land or a conservation easement. The 
option gives Conservation Foundation 
time to complete our due diligence (such 
as appraisals and title report) and sets the 
purchase price and timing. During the 
option term, we work to find the money. 
Given reduced conservation funding at all 
levels of government, this process can often 
take up to two years, sometimes more. We 
are persistent and creative, and if a property 

you. lanD. Forever.

is truly special, we believe we can find these 
scarce but essential dollars.  It’s often an 
intricate patchwork of private dollars, grants 
and government funds.

Often, it takes multiple partners to get these 
valuable lands protected as many funding 
programs require a match to leverage each 
funder’s investment.  In some funding 
programs you can use the value of donated 
conservation properties as the match 
towards the next conservation-worthy 
property – a snowball effect! We will start 
that ball rolling with our Myakka Island 
Conservation Corridor project: when we 
save the next property, the snowball will 
roll and we will expand our land protection 
projects along the river and within the 
watershed.

Then, together, we will  celebrate our 
success.

location, location, location

While every land conservation project 
is unique, each follows the same general 
pattern of steps to reach success:
•	 Identify	the	property
•	 Negotiate	purchase	with	landowner
•	 Find	the	money
•	 Save	the	land	and	celebrate!	

First, we use our conservation priorities to 
identify key properties and reach out to the 
landowners to talk about opportunities to 
protect the land.  Then we work with the 
landowner to determine the best way to 
protect their property. Each landowner has 
their own ideas for the future of their land, 
and we explore that along with examining 
the special features of the land from a 
conservation perspective. We look at various 
ways to conserve – should we try to buy 
the land or might a permanent protection 
agreement, or conservation easement, be 
appropriate? If at all possible, we hope 
that the landowner will consider donating 
their special conservation property to 
Conservation Foundation.

Sometimes, we enter into an option 
agreement with the landowner to buy 

visit www.conservationfoundation.com to learn more about our strategic plan 2015-2020.

conservation priorities
•	 Conserve	habitat	for	imperiled	plants	and	animals
•	 Protect	shoreline	and	provide	water	access
•	 Connect	conserved	lands	for	people	and	animals
•	 Provide	unique,	highly	desired	recreational	access	for	the	public

Triangle Ranch

Orange Hammock Ranch



chart our progress

Your support rocks
your overwhelming response provided more than 
$50,000 during the 24-Hour Giving Challenge.

our Big project just got Bigger
Added 543 acres for Murphy’s Marsh  

to the Florida Forever priority list

groW With our coNserVAtioN  
coMMuNitY 

We have something for everybody—from educational 
kayak trips to wild Florida gardening tips and kids’ 

programs on bats and seashells

perFect protectioN tActics
Partnerships! A generous landowner donates a slice 

of unbuildable beachfront, Conservation Foundation 
protects the land and Sarasota Audubon protects the 

nesting plovers!

check out our new website at www.conservationfoundation.com  |  941.918.2100

with Conservation Foundation 
time and again,” notes 
Christine Johnson, president of 
Conservation Foundation of the 
Gulf Coast. “Our relationship 
demonstrates the sheer power of 
combining forces to accomplish 
much more together.” 

“We are honored to receive 
this award for our diverse 
collaborations – education, 
public outreach, advisory 
matters on properties under 
acquisition consideration – and 
for our joint work on Siesta 

Key in helping to sustain 
the imperiled snowy plover 
population,” said Jeanne Dubi 
who accepted the award on 
behalf of the chapter.

What’s smaller than a teacup,
fits in the palm of your hand and enjoys hanging 
out at the beach?  

The snowy plover! This threatened species nests directly on the sand 
with little protection. The birds’ nests are easily unnoticed and are 
often trampled by beach goers, rolling coolers and beach vehicles. 
The snowy plovers are easily startled by dogs, and will abandon 
their nests in fear. Once abundant in our area, there are only 
small numbers of these tiny creatures left.  As beachgoers, we can 
help protect the plovers by keeping our pets on a short leash, and 
keeping watch for nesting areas.

Audubon was selected for 
their deep collaboration with 
Conservation Foundation on 
educational programs, special 
events, and policy issues.  Their 
collaborative partnership to 
protect the nesting habitat of 
the snowy plover was of special 
significance. Conservation 
Foundation protects a small 
stretch of beach on Siesta Key 
which is perfect habitat for the 
diminutive snowy plovers and 
Sarasota Audubon volunteers 
monitor this nesting area, 
protect it and educate beach 

goers. This devotion to creating 
safe space for these birds has a 
direct impact - the species now 
has a chance to survive.

“Sarasota Audubon is a true 
collaborator, willing to work 

celebrating a partnership
Members and guests enjoyed a beautiful, breezy 
day at Bay Preserve to celebrate conservation and 
the honoring of Sarasota Audubon Society as 
Conservation Partner of the year.

Left: Anna Nekoranec & Bengt Niebuhr, Allison & Peter Scanlan
Right: Bobby Veeger, Nikki Kaye, Martin Veeger

Left: Christine Johnson, Eileen Scudder-Zimmermann, Jeanne Dubi. 
Right: TJ & Angie Nutter, Ned & Mickey Davis

“sarasota audubon is a true collaborator”



”

“
roB BroWn joined the Board of 
Trustees this fall and has served 
on a number of community and 
business boards over the years. A 
UF graduate, Rob is a partner 
with Atlas Insurance. He and 
wife Rosemary Eure reside in 
Sarasota with children Chamie 
(age 21) and Hunter (age 17).

Rob explains his lifelong love 
of the outdoors and his desire 
to help protect lands for future 
generations.

I was born in Sarasota and very 

fortunate to grow up in an outdoor 

family. Depending on the season, 

we were in the woods or on the 

water. Picnics at Rocky Ford, snook 

fishing in Midnight Pass, canoeing 

the Peace River, and pointer Field 

Trials at the Cecil webb wildlife 

Management Area are just a few 

of my favorite memories. A strong 

conservation ethic was pervasive 

in our household. My parents will, 

to this day, remind us to “leave 

it better than you found it.” As a 

child, it was all that I knew. 

sustain conservation year rounD

visit 
WWW.conservationFounDation.com/Donate 

or call (941) 918-2100 to enroll.

visit 
WWW.conservationFounDation.com/Donate 

or call (941) 918-2100 to enroll.

automatic monthly giving 
supports conservation 
throughout the year 
anD ensures Future 
generations can enJoy 
nature. help protect our 
most sensitive lanDs By 
signing up toDay.

automatic monthly giving 
supports conservation 
throughout the year 
anD ensures Future 
generations can enJoy 
nature. help protect our 
most sensitive lanDs By 
signing up toDay.

trustee proFile: robert W. Brown

our 
leaDership 

groWs
We are thrilled to 

have our leadership 
circles continue to 
expand.  Welcome 

to new trustees 
glenn shipley of 

northern trust, iwan 
mohamed of BB&t, 
and rob Brown of 

atlas insurance. and 
welcome rob patten 

to our Board of 
advisors, after many 
years of dedicated 

service as a trustee.

THANK YOU TO THE GENEROUS SPONSORS
OF OUR INAUGURAL EVENT

MICKEY & NED 
DAVIS

ORANGE HAMMOCK RANCH

now, as an adult with a bit wider 

perspective, I realize the special 

opportunity I was provided. My 

wife, Rosemary, and I have shared 

the wild and natural places with 

our children. It is our hope that 

through the work of Conservation 

Foundation, we can retain some for 

future generations.

From a philosophical perspective, 

the late author Aldo Leopold and I 

agree on most conservation points. 

And I would add, never pass up the 

chance to kill a Brazilian pepper 

tree (leaves the land a little better 

than you found it).“leave it better  
than you found it.”



400 Palmetto Avenue
P.O. Box 902

Osprey, FL 34229-0902
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You are the last generation that can save this land.

You are the difference between green vistas and concrete jungles. 

 Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast urgently  
needs your support to conserve land for nature and people. 

Make a gift to conservation now, before it’s too late.

OVeR The nexT 25 YeARS, POPuLATIOn  
In OuR ReGIOn IS exPeCTeD TO  

GROw BY ALMOST 

40%.

BY 2039, 
FuTuRe DeMAnD FOR wATeR 

exCeeDS CAPACITY BY 

538 million 
GALLOnS PeR DAY.

neARLY 

2.7 million 
ACReS OF nATIVe hABITAT 
wILL Be LOST TO ROADS, 

ShOPPInG MALLS, AnD SuBDIVISIOnS 
wIThIn The nexT 45 YeARS.

We are in a race 
against time.
we face what may be the 

most formidable challenge 
to our environment and 

natural habitat  
of our time.
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check out our new website at www.conservationfoundation.com  |  941.918.2100


