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Sunset at the Pond

A nAtuRAL visionARy 
to save precious places, it takes vision, 
community, and commitment.
The story begins almost 100 years ago when 
our community began to protect what 
would become a 110,000-acre wilderness 
in our backyard in order to safeguard the 
Myakka river. This fall, we celebrate both 
the visionaries of the past, and the leaders of 
today, who came together to permanently 
conserve the 1,143-acre triangle ranch and 
continue this legacy of conservation.  

triangle ranch is a special place, a piece 
of “old Florida” nestled in the old Miakka 
community in Manatee County. it is a mix 
of pastures, lush wooded hammocks with 
cabbage palms, and live oaks covered with 
spanish moss and orchids. Three miles of 
the Myakka river pass through the center 
of the property and feed the marshes of 
tatum sawgrass. it is a place where roseate 
spoonbills feed among the rushes, white 
pelicans and iridescent ducks glide on the 
water, and eagles and osprey soar in wide 
circles overhead. Conservation Foundation 

listened to you, our conservation 
community. you told us that protecting 
triangle ranch was very important to 
you because it would benefit the parks, 
preserves, and ranches downriver, as well as 
the communities upriver.

We celebrate that triangle ranch is now 
conserved through a creative partnership 
of people, nonprofit organizations, 
and government committed to the 
vision of protecting the Myakka river 
and surrounding lands. We honor the 
collaboration between the landowners 
willing to conserve their land; public and 
private funders supporting the cause; and a 
community leader, elizabeth Moore, who 
accepts the responsibility of owning and 
managing this land into the future. 

The Carlton family gave Conservation 
Foundation of the gulf Coast the gift 
of time — almost three years to put the 

funding together to buy and conserve the 
land. The funding came from public and 
private organizations: The William g. and 
Marie selby Foundation, the new Morton 
and spapperi Family Foundation, the gulf 
Coast Partnership for Land Conservation, 
the healthy Watersheds Consortium grant, 
the Moore family, and southwest Florida 
Water Management district (sWFWMd). 

continued inside

New owner, Elizabeth Moore,  
with former owner, Tony Carlton



  
upcoming events 

Contact Suzanne Gregory to learn more at  
(941) 918-2100 

or suzanne@conservationfoundation.com

 nov–Dec 2016 Tropical Splendor Photography  
  of Tony Nacinovich

 november 5, 2016 Fall Family Festival 

 november 20, 2016 Shakespeare at Bay Preserve

 December 6, 2016 Artist’s Reception  
  with Tony Nacinovich

 Jan–Feb 2017 Triangle Ranch & Other Special  
  Places Photography Exhibit

 February 4, 2017 The 10th Anniversary  Palm Ball

 mar–Apr 2017 The Plein Air Artistry  
  of Bill Farnsworth

 march 21, 2017 Artist’s Reception  
  with Bill Farnsworth 

 April 26, 2017 The Money Tree: Are forests 
  really worth saving?  
  —Meg Lowman

visit www.conservationfoundation.com/events  
for details and the latest updates!

We need you!
Volunteers are at the heart of our 

conservation community. You help us do 
more every day, and together we make a 
bigger impact, saving lands, forever. The 
first step is to register on our website and 

then we will get you connected through 
Sign-up Genius. 

conservationfoundation.com/signmeup

Bay Preserve is the perfect place for your 
next corporate event or special occasion.

Contact Gilly Francis at (941) 468-0611  
or gfrancis@conservationfoundation.com 

for a personalized tour tailored to your 
special occasion needs.

shakespeare at Bay preserve
The Tragedy of Hamlet 

Confusion. Consequences. Responsibility. Revenge. 
An all-new adaptation of Hamlet aims to haunt your heart in the superb outdoor setting  

of Bay Preserve. This exciting 45-minute presentation is presented by Asolo Rep  
and the FSU/Asolo Conservatory for Actor Training. 

sunday, november 20
gates open 3:00pm  |  performance: 3:30pm

Free  |  Seating is limited
Reservations required online at

www.conservationfoundation.com/hamlet or (941) 918-2100

celebrate in style!



you. LAnD. FoReveR.

triangle Ranch: For the Birds 
All Floridians know that water attracts interesting birdlife such as 
wood storks, roseate spoonbills, egrets, herons, cranes, and ibis. 
But what’s less-commonly understood is what it takes to sustain 
birdlife. One of the reasons Conservation Foundation protects large 
landscapes like triangle ranch is to provide for birds’ three basic 
needs.

need #1: shopping 
Waterbirds need many wetlands for survival, not just one, for a 
couple of reasons. First, birds feeding their babies require extra food, 
produced through an annual flooding-and-drying out cycle that 
takes place over a large area. The cycle works like this: floods expand 
fish habitat, resulting in a population explosion, water recession traps 
fish in shallow pools, then breeding birds harvest the trapped fish. 

second, water levels constantly fluctuate, while birds feed only 
in certain water depths. in our area, when the Myakka river 
floods, waterfowl and waterbirds disperse to isolated, pothole-type 
wetlands that are shallow enough to feed in. As water recedes, first 
the flooded uplands lose water, then the pothole wetlands, then 
the river marshes, and finally the river itself. As the pools dry out 
in succession, birds move from pool to pool, shopping for the best 
deals, where the food is most bountiful.  

need #2: Housing
Birds, like us, need good housing: something quiet and convenient. 
it’s all about location, location, location. Many waterbirds nest on 
island colonies. each island must be far enough from land to avoid 
predators, but close enough for birds to easily collect sticks for 
nesting. The housing must be secluded enough to avoid harassment 
from visitors, and yet convenient to many wetlands for year-round 
food supply. 

A year for celebration
On October 23, we celebrated the extraordinary 
success of saving triangle ranch by honoring 
elizabeth Moore as our Conservation Partner of 
the year. 

“Protecting the 1,143-acre triangle ranch was not possible without 
the love of nature and wildlife, and philanthropic commitment of 
elizabeth Moore. Because of her, future generations will have clean 
water and beautiful vistas to enjoy, and many endangered animals 
will have a home,” noted eileen scudder-Zimmermann, board 
chair. “elizabeth is truly our conservation angel.”

“Additionally, our success depends upon volunteer experts in their 
field giving generously of their time toward our mission. We are 
grateful to three attorneys who gave philanthropic legal time to help 
us save triangle ranch.” Volunteer of the year awards were given 
to the Law Office of robert K. Lincoln, robert Lincoln and stacy 
dillard-spahn; and Alyssa Nohren of icard Merrill.

Above: Christine Johnson, President, 
Conservation Foundation of the Gulf 
Coast; Elizabeth Moore, Conservation 
Partner of the Year; and Eileen Scudder-
Zimmermann, board chair. 

At left: Volunteers of the Year Stacy 
Dillard-Spahn and Robert K. Lincoln of 
the Law Office of Robert K. Lincoln, and 
Alyssa Nohren of Icard Merrill.

need #3: companionship
Like all animals, waterbirds must avoid inbreeding, or else suffer 
crippling consequences. to avoid inbreeding, birds need many 
potential mates to choose from, many nesting and feeding areas to 
support these mates, and a landscape where it’s easy to move around 
and find each other. 
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:
Please join us on saturday, February 4, 2017, for a very special  
10th Anniversary Palm Ball, celebrating conservation and an 

outstanding 10 years of philanthropic support for Conservation 
Foundation. “A Land remembered” is hosted by honorary chair, 

Cornelia Matson, and co-chairs Jamie Becker, Mickey davis,  
donna Koffman, and Bianca Lawrence.  

Barrier island Benefactor
Mr. & Mrs. J. richard Matson

Barrier island patrons  
Kent & Aimee Anderson
Ann & tom Charters
Ned & Mickey davis
george & Mary dee hicks
elizabeth Moore
Octex, LLC
Orange hammock ranch
eileen scudder  
& russell Zimmermann
Williams Parker –  
Attorneys at Law  

Barrier island sponsors  
rob Brown & rosemary eure, 
Atlas insurance
Charles & Margery Barancik 
Foundation
design Works
gulf Coast Community  
Foundation
Pineapple Press

special thanks to our early sponsors 
(as of October 14, 2016)

sarasota Memorial healthcare 
system & sarasota Memorial 
healthcare Foundation
suntrust Private Wealth 
Management – Jim roque,  
Vice President

Benefactors  
Artefact design, inc.
BB&t 
Commerce Plaza
dWy Landscape Architects
Ann & Larry garberding
Carolyn & Bob Johnson
Karp Family Foundation
Michael & Christine Knupp
Brock & Julie Leach
ron & Julie Milton,  
sCeNe Magazine
glenn shipley
spotlight graphics
steinwachs Family Foundation
dr. Krista toomre &  
dr. harold Johnson

media sponsor
sCeNe Magazine

Now, with a perpetual conservation 
easement, the beauty and rural culture of 
the property are permanently protected.

essential to the success of this conservation 
partnership is the commitment of elizabeth 
Moore who purchased the land subject 
to the protection requirements of the 
conservation easement. elizabeth fell in 
love with the land, its incredible diversity 
of birds and plant life, the ebb and flow of 
the Myakka river, and the inspirational 
sunrises and sunsets. As the new steward, 
she is committed to ensuring that this 
spectacular property remains a benefit to 
our community and even chose to place 
additional restrictions on the land to 
enhance its protection. 

elizabeth Moore’s footprint will be light. 
No more than two additional homes will 
ever be built on the 1,143-acre ranch. 
ranching will be sustainable and follow 
a “best practice” management plan. Most 
notably, she will work with partners 
and neighbors to restore the rare tatum 
sawgrass marsh and reconnect it to the 
Myakka river. The tatum sawgrass marsh is 
the largest and least protected of four large 
floodplain marshes on the Myakka river 
that are responsible for the river’s water 
quality, flood protection, and biodiversity.

elizabeth Moore’s philanthropy was the 
final capstone to protect the beautiful 
triangle ranch. her philanthropy and 
vision to have more green space and water 
quality protection in our community is 
exactly what future generations need.  

visionary continued from front page

Triangle  Ranch



YOU, FoReveR.

imAgine A pLAce you Love 

Being conseRveD FoR 

geneRAtions to come. WHen 

you mAke A pLAnneD giFt 

to conseRvAtion 

FounDAtion, youR 

LegAcy LAsts 

FoReveR.

visit 

conseRvAtionFounDAtion.com/FoReveR/  

oR cALL AnDRiA piekARz 

(941) 918-2100

tRustee pRoFiLe: michael knupp

ouR conseRvAtion 
LeADeRsHip gRoWs

We welcome new trustees  
stepHen cetRuLo, 

financial advisor with 
charles schwab, and DAviD 
W. young, principal, DWy 
Landscape Architects.  We 

are thrilled to have DAn 
DeLeo on our Board of 

Advisors, after many years 
of dedicated service  

as a trustee.

“i believe in giving back to the community where i live.”
i was born and raised in a small 

ranching, mining and timber 

community in western Colorado 

near the Vail ski area. My 

grandfather was a cattle rancher 

and he taught me the value of 

being a steward of the land. 

Growing up in such a beautiful 

place gave me an appreciation for 

saving these special places for my 

four grandchildren and all future 

generations.

during summers in college 
i worked for the Us Forest 
service as a fire fighter and 
replanted forests destroyed by 
fire and logging operations. 
After attending college at 
Colorado state University, i was 
fortunate to be hired by the first 

environmental consulting firm in 
the world. i have spent my entire 
career in the environmental 
consulting and engineering 
sector helping industrial 
companies solve their legacy 
environmental problems. having 
seen firsthand the problems 
resulting from industrial and 
residential development, i am 
keenly aware of the importance 
of conserving and protecting 
our natural resources. Once 
these valuable resources are 
lost to development, we will 
never get them back. That is 
why i support Conservation 
Foundation of the gulf Coast.

i also believe in giving back 
to the community where 
i live. in addition to my 
professional background as a 
CFO, COO and CeO in the 

consulting business, i have 
served in volunteer positions 
in local government as a city 
councilor, zoning appeals 
board member and city finance 
board member. i have been 
involved with several non-
profit organizations including 
a regional music school and 
professional orchestra, the World 
Business Council for sustainable 
development, the Us Business 
Council for sustainable 
development, the Colorado 
state University Alumni 
Association and the Landings 
Management Association.

i am thrilled to be a trustee 
of an organization like 
Conservation Foundation and 
support their mission to conserve 
the land and natural resources of 
the Florida gulf coast.

cHARt ouR pRogRess 
you + tWo eQuALs FoReveR 

you made the giving Challenge a tremendous success with 
more than $60,000 raised to save our special places forever. 

Thank you!

smALL cAn Be Big
This is a boon year for snowy Plovers with 2 nests and 

2 fledglings on our siesta Key Preserve. 

kiDs Loving nAtuRe
50 kids from Laurel Civic Association and Big Brothers Big 
sisters of the suncoast had a blast hiking in nature, playing 
capture the flag, and kayaking Little sarasota Bay during 

our new youth in Nature initiative. 

nAtuRe BRings touRists 
granted $639,080 from the Lee County Visitor and 

Convention Bureau’s tdC Beach and shoreline Funding 
for the boardwalk and kayak launch construction at Pine 

island Preserve at Matlacha Pass

 We ARe tRustWoRtHy 
Awarded renewed national accreditation from the Land 

trust Accreditation Commission with no suggestions for 
improvement.

Mike Knupp
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You are the last generation that can save this land.

You are the difference between sparkling waters and paved landscapes. 

 Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast urgently  
needs your support to conserve land for nature and people. 

Make a gift to conservation now, before it’s too late.

15,840 feet
(3 MiLES) 

OF wiNdiNG MYAkkA RiVER 
FOR BiRdS, FiSH ANd ALLiGATORS 

TO ENjOY
 

ANNUAL RAiNFALL ON THE 
PROPERTY EqUALS THE ANNUAL 

wATER CONSUMPTiON OF 

45,833 
PEOPLE.

125 
BiRd SPECiES RECOGNizEd FROM 70 
YEARS OF CHRiSTMAS BiRd COUNT

triangle ranch
Saved forever.

1,143 
ACRES OF NATURAL LANdS 

PROTECTiNG OUR wATERwAYS, 
PRESERViNG HABiTAT ANd OUR 

wAY OF LiFE. 

non pRoFit oRg
us postAge

pAiD
peRmit 1

mAnAsotA, FL
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